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READER: 


*H1S Text was Choſen, and the Ser- 
mon de ſir d to be Printed by a Worthy 
bentleman, whom J have receiv d too numerous 
Favours from, to have refusd, without a juſt 
Iputation of the Higheſt Ingratitude ; But 
whether that will protect either it or me, from 
Liz Cenſures of the Learned, I know not: 
However, as I have adapted this Diſcourſe to 
the Capacities of my Auditories, and am ſen- 
ſible that a ſerious Reading may be of more 
Service, than a Tranſitory Hearing of it, I 
have but conformd to my Duty in a double 
Reſpect ; and whatever the Cenſorious Part of 
the World may ſay, a Sincere, though Weak En- 
devour of doing Good, will Juſtify me to my 
aun Conſcience. e 


S Peart 68. VS B. 30. 
aner thou the People that de. 
1 light in War. 


FTER David had triumphantly brought 


the Ark of God from Arjarh-jearins 
(where it had long layanegleQed by 
his Predeceſſor Saul) and decently fix'd 
ton Mount Sion, where he had prepar'd a Ta- 
emacle for its Reception, he proceeds dail 
Jv magnify his Great Creator, with Songs of 
oy and Praiſe, and, in Exſtatick Raptures, to 
Wareſs the Pleaſure he conceives at the gracious | 
Ireſence of the Almighty with them. In this 
Palm, he ſeems to ſhew the ſmall Terror his 
reteſt Enemies could now infuſe into his | 
Mind, and the chearful Confidence he puts in 

he Preſence of the Divine Sanctuary; His 
Words have ſuch Tranſport in them, that no- 

lung leſs, one would think, than a compleated 

Hope could inſpire ; and his Prayers and Praiſes 
ae ſo mix'd together, that he ſeems at once 
Iuploring and Returning Thanks for Conqueſt. 


\ He 


\ 


— 


[ 2 J 
— 


1. begins this Triumphant Hymn with 


chearful Supplication, ſuch as St. Paul adviſe 


all to pray with, gls Awroyops, without th 

leaſt deſponding Doubt of a Hearin 

Ver. 1, 2, 3. Or à Grant; Let God ariſe, and 1; 
5 his Enemies be ſcatter d, &c. A 


and his Confidence in the Divine Aſſiſtance i 
ſpires him with grateful Hallely 
Ver. the ath · jah's 5 Sing unno God, ing Praiſe 
to his Name, extoll him that ridet 
upon the Heavens, by bis Name FAH, « 
rejoyce before him. And that he might infuf 
an equal Joy and Hope in others, he elegant! 
diſplays God's former Mercies, and deſcribes 


then his Praiſes immediately purſue his Prayer 


Glorious Majeſty, and pronounce 1 


Ver. the zad. lis Aſſurance from thence, that H 


3 will renew his former Wonders, an 
will now ſhew as great Effects of his Love an 
Power: From hence he proceeds to diſcant 0 
their Union in Fetching, and the Solemn E 

trance of the Ark, to their Joy, no leſs thant 
the Terror of their Foes : The Thought of thi 
animates him with Aſſurance < 
Ver. the 29th. Conqueſt; Beeau e of thy Temple 2 
| Feruſalem, ſhall Kings bring Preſent 


wnto thee ;, and inſpires him with this chearfu 


Petition in my Text, Rebuke the Company 0 


Calves of the People, till every one ſubmit him 


ny 


"Spear-men, the Multitude of the Bulls, with 11 


ef with Pieces of Silver, i. e. Deſtroy thok 
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numerous Arm'd Princes, thoſe Captains as fu- 
nous as Bulls, and Soldiers as inſolent as young 
„ fHeifers, that are coming unprovok'd: againſt us, 

| Scatter thou the People that delight in Mar. 


In diſcourſing on theſe Words, as the Occa- 
ſion of this Day's Solemn Obſervance requires, 
[ ſhall eonſiderr. VE! 


IL. Firſt, What Reaſons we have to joyn in 
them, and make them part of our Prayers 
o 


fl. And, Secondly, Shew when we may of- 

fer them with equal Confidence, and as 
great Aſſurance: of a Grant, as the Royal 
= Author ſeems to expreſs, _ 5 


1. Firſt, I propoſe to ſnew what Reaſons we 
have, at this time. particularly, to make the 
VVV 


Sure it's needleſs, after thoſe excellently well 
compos'd Petitions, we have now offer'd to the 
Throne of Grace, to inform any Man here the 
delign of this Day's Aſſembly ; no one certain- 
Iv can have ſo little -Rev'rence to the Sacred 
Place we are in, or that Glorious Being we 
have been addreſſing to, as not to have given 
a more due and ſerious Regard to the purport of 
the, Prayers we have offer'd, 1 

* Fc DB Nox 
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Nor dees i ben leſs needleſs to lev the fies 
cli 8 


Ever Man hy ralfcently feels the Bur 
then of ſo long a War, and the meaneſt o 
us may have cauſe enough to pray, that Gat 
would ſcatter the People who aclight i init, 


_ But when we look upon the Thinneſs of our 
| Gre ate, When we obſerve the Numbers 
{ that are abſent, and the much - to- be- lamentec 
Lukewarmneſs of thoſe who are preſent; What 
Man would think that the whole Nation com 
plain'd of a Grievance, they are ſo indifferent 
in requeſting a Releaſe” from, of that Power 
who alone can de it? In ſhort, when our 80 
lemn Aflemblies ſeem but a more pompous Mock 
of Heaven, when in the Day of our Faſt ws 
find Pleaſure, (as the Prophet complains ) and 
take more Delight in Drinking to, than Praying 
for, the Succeſs of our Arms; it's high time 
for the Preachers to Cry aloud, and ſpare not, f 
| lift up their Voices like Trumpets, and ſbem tt 
| People their Tranſgreſſions, and the Houſe 0) 
| Jacob their Sins, It's more than time for us to 
endeavour to bring Men to a more practical 
Senſe of their Duty, and by all poſſible means 


| - attempt to lead them from theſe Errors in the! 
| Ma oo 5 


=... In Order to thid I let i us Arch into  thoſ 
eomman ling Reaſons we have, at this time 
heartil 


TX1 - 
heartily to joyn in Prayer, that God would ſcat- 


er the People that delight in War. 


And here while Arrogant Pretenders to Poli- 
tick Heads enter into the Merits of the Cauſe we 
are engag'd in, while Men of different Senti- 
ments claſh about the Managements of it, while 
Exalted Tories talk of Male-Adminiſtration in 
the laſt, and Whiggs deride the preſent Mea- 
ſures, Let us, my fellow Chriſtians, lay aſide 
all odious Party-Diſtinctions, and in all our pri- 
rate and publick Diſcourſes on this Head, act 
with the true Spirit of Moderation, and ſhew 
hearty as well as verbal Deſires of Peace. | 


The boundleſs Ambition of the French Mo- 
march, his fixing one Pretender on the Spaniſh, 
and endeavouring to fix another on the Britiſb 
Throne, We know, are ſufficient Reaſons for 
the War: The Prudent Counſels, the unweary 
Diligence, the unparellel'd Succeſſes of our Ge- 
teral, will vindicate him from the Aſperſion of 
Male-Adminiſtration; and the Happy Concur- 
rence, and Eminent Wiſdom of our preſent 
Warliament, in induſtrioufly ſeeking Means, and 
chearfully, and liberally, Contributing to ruſe 
Wupplies, will ſatisfie any ſober Man, with the 
Fincerity of their Intentious, and Goodneſs of 

heir 8 while the Pious Endeavours of 

Our Gracious Queen, in all things, and at all 
times, to promote the Good of Her Subjects, 
moll Per Conſtantly, and Earneſtly, Urging this to 
time B hs | both 


artil 


— * mm” 
both Houſes of Parliament; and, on all Occa- 
ſions, Her Zealous Expreſſions, Her Ardent 
Demonſtrations of Love for them, ſhould in- 
diice all Honeſt and Loyal Hearts, Unanimouſſy 
to coticur in promoting a happy and laſting Wo 
Peace, by furniſhing the Means to carry on a Mn 
Briſk and Vigorous War : For whatever Over- 
tures we have had from, or rather, whatever 
Amuſements have been offer*d on the patt o 
France, we have little reaſon to think, that (of 
Ambitious and Arbitrary a Monarch, will con- 
ſent to Dethrone his Grandſon, diſgracefully to 
diſcard a Pretender he has ſo long, and ſo 
chargeably cheriſh'd with Hopes of Britain's 
Crown, and part from Towns, which he has 
been many Years poſſeſsd of, to make a Bar 
rier for an Enemy's Country, ſo long as he 1 
able to bring into the Field an Army equa 
with the Allies: This (whatever it could havg 
been) can only be obtain d, now, by the Point 
of our Swords, and God's ſcattering the Forces, 
or turning the Heart of that haughty Tyrant, 
who ſo much delights in War, Whatever it 
could have been, I fay, becauſe I know, tha 
as ſome think, the Overtures from our Enemies 
were only defign'd to buſie the Thoughts, and 
alienate the Affection of the Allies, to divide 

that invincible Union they have ſo much Cauſe 
to dread, and prevent that early Diligence which 
has hitherto fruſtrated the wiſeſt of their Pro- 
ſects; ſo others affirm, that we have had ſuch 
Terms of Peace offer'd, as we could not rea- 
N arts ſeonably 
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mbly have defir'd more, nor ſhould- in Pru- 


knce have refuſed : But as the juſter Cenſures 
f the preſent Miniſtry have not thus far ex- 
ia it is no better than Preſumption in ours 
p do 

my be, we ſhould be cautious to conceal them, 
et we foment Evil Blood in the Nation, and 
niſe ſuch Jealouſies as we can't ſuppreſs. 


t ; and whatever our private Sentiments 


Let our Tongues be ſilent then, and our Hearts 


Wiritable, in Reflecting on Circumſtances, and 


Judging particular Perſons : 


But if we know, or on good Grounds be- 
leve, that there are thoſe within our ſelves 
who bear ſuch Evil Will to Sion, we ought to 
pray, that God would ſcatter far from us, 
ll thoſe who take ſuch Delight in War, as 
to diſturb or prevent the Peace of this our 
frael. | e 


This Prayer, undoubtedly, extends to all 


Turbulent Factions at Home, no leſs than Foes 


Abroad, and thoſe of our own Country- men 
who delight in War, deſerve to ſhare it in com- 
mon with our Foes. 


If we obſerve tlien, a daily Riſe and En- 
creaſe of Parties oppoſite to the Nation's Well- 
fare, if Principles are violently eſpous'd, and 
ſtrenuouſſy propagated, which ſtrike at the 
Fundamentals of our Conſtitution, if we be- 
leve the Profit of the War his, with ſome, 
vrer-ballanc'd the National Advantages of Peace, 


1 


4 | 2 in their Reputations, and ſome not e 
_ Ia 


if we fee our Chief Miniſters of State 3 
e without Wounds in their Bodies, while 
the Sacred Perſon of the Queen Her Self i; 
Endanger d, we have great Reaſon to cr 
out, with reſpe& to our Foes at Home, Scat 
ter thou, O Lord, the People that delight 


in War. 54 


But to leave this unpleafant raking in out 
own Sores, ( which we ought to endeavout 
to heal, not expoſe) I am ſure we hay 
cauſe, with reſpect to our Foes Abroad, tc 
obſerve this Day in the moſt Solemn Man 
ner, and heartily to make it a Part of our 
Prayers and Wiſhes, that God would ſcatte 
the People that delight in War. 


France now Boaſts of as Numerous 1 
Army as ever, its Generals are as Stout, it 
Preparations as Early, and it's Threats WW 
Great, as in any Campaign before : We have 
as much Reaſon now then, as ever, to pra 
that God would baffle their Deſigns, pu 
down their Pride, and, by bleſſing us wit 
freſh Victories and Succeſs, encline their Hearts 
more ſincerely to a wiſh'd for Peace. 


For as he reſerves in his own Hands ti 
Tues of Peace and War, no leſs than e 
Life and Death, as the Battel is the Lords, 
and he giveth it where he pleaſes , we haue 
all the Reaſon in the World to implore ſuch 
powerful Aid, Diq; 


1 


} 


Did Victory, indeed, always depend on the 
Number of an Army, the Conduct of a Com- 
mander, or Courage of the Soldiers, we might 
eſteem it unneceſſary to petition for any other 
Ahſtance than we have; but ſince it is God 
lone that giveth Victory unto Kings, and ſub- 
dueth their Enemies, who in his Senſes can 
eue, humbly to ſupplicate, and earneſthy 
ndeavour to gain his Help? And fince it is 


hav common Cauſe that we are engag d in, on 
d, tine Succeſs of which depends our Peace, our 


Plenty, nay, even our Religion it ſelf : What 
m be ſaid in their Behalf, who tax our Go- 
emours with Folly, in enjoyning this Day as 
Day of Faſt and Humiliation, who break a 
Commandment of God, by -diſobeying their 


| * | 
1s anMCommands, and affront the Power of Heaven, 


t, ir Wy refuſing to joyn in our publick Petitions for 

ts Ane Aſſiſtance of it? But of you, my Bre- | 

> haveMhren, I hope, far better things than theſe, [ 

| pra 5 | „„ g 
pul I ſhall not therefore much enlarge on the | 

; withurthen of a tedious and chargeable War, or 


Hearse Pleaſures of a Happy and Laſting Peace, 
0 excite you to pray, that God would ſcatter 
thoſe who delight in the one, and convert 
o Hearts of thoſe who endeavour not the 
ther, | 


is the 

all \ 

Lords, | . . 4 

> haveſh Your aſſembling here, if it ſhews any thing, 

e ſuchnews that you have a Chriſtian Senſe of the 
1»: e 


; — 
Blood already ſpilt; by this you ſeem fure to he 
wail thoſe too numerous Crimſon Streams th 


have Ifſu'd from the Veins of your fellow ChrifMP! 
ſtians; and if it was only on the Senſe of Pi 
ty, would heartily pray that God would di 
fperſe thoſe who take Pleaſure in ſuch Blood H 
Scenes: But as a more enforceing Motive HI 
our pious Wiſhes, we may, for a Minute, WM" 
pleaſe, carry our Thouglits into our Neighl*: 

bour Nations, who are become the miſerabii 
Seats of War and Blood-ſhed; Let us thin d 
what are the Hardſhips of a Camp, and Mi" 
ſeries of a Siege, or reflect on the unmerM! 
Ciful Cruelties of an Enemy's Army, fatisfying le 
their Hunger with the Bread that ſhould ſuſta_ſ” 
whole Families, their Horſes devouring the" 
ſtanding Corn, themſelves the preſent Fool" 
and pillaging the Houſes of the Hhiſerable In D 
Habitants, while the tender Parents, unabl e 
to help themſelves, are yet oppreſs d with thy 
mournful Cries of their hat-ſtarv*d Children Ne 
Theſe, and worſe than theſe, are the Miley 
ries of thoſe unhappy Nations, where Waffe 
reigns in his greateſt Terrours, and Tw dl 
Large Armies want their Suſtenance: Ant bl 
though we only hear of theſe at Diſtance ot 
Fer Pitty ſhould be boundleſs as the Globe en 
and not confin'd to the narrow Compaſs oe 
our own Ifland, whoſe Sons too, do jultll - 
claim our Sighs, ſince they unhappily ſhare 95 
theſe Miſeries abroad, and by their Blood pr: 


Vent their Approaching nearer Home. N 
I M N | ON 
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Nor does Pity. only, but Intereſt ſtrongly 
leads too for our Prayers for Peace, when the 
Bleſſings of a free and extenſive Commerce, 
hall doubly Enrich our happy Ifle, when the 
Happineſs of an indiſputable Succeſſion in the 
Iluftrious Houſe of Hannover, ſhall preſerve 
is Laws and Religion, and the expelling all 
Fears of Popery or Pretender ſhall quiet our 
ealouſies, diſperſe our Factions, and unite all 
lifferent Parties at Home: Theſe, and more 
ban theſe, are the Conſequences of Peace; 
When every one of us may chearfully poſ- 
ks his own, and undiſturb'd by the Noiſe 
of War and Taxes, may with Pleaſure yiew, 
Wind taſte the Labours of his Hands, and 
ate his Soul with Plenty; no Fears of any 
Death but @ Natural to moleſt his Joy; no 
(readful Noiſe of Guns and Cannons by their 
werateful Sounds, to break his Sleep, or hi- 
deous Groans of ſlaughter'd Wretches to tor- 
nent his pittying Soul, but bleſs'd with the 
Wa boys of Peace, the Nights are ſpent in pleaſing 
Tu blumbers, and Days conſum'd in andifturt'] 
Ani, while all of us Excited by the Example 
ance Nef our Gracious QUEEN, have Leiſure 
"obeWind Hearts, with repeated Eccho's, to reſound 
ſs ONeur grateful Hallelujah's to the King of Heaven, 


But let theſe ſmall Hints ſuffice, as Reaſons 
br praying in the Words of my Text, while [ | 


oceed, 8 „ 
5 ke 3, Second: 


a 


2. Secondly, To ſhew when we may offe 
this Petition, with equal. Confidence, and 3 
great an Aſſurance of a Grant, as the Royal Au 
thor ſeems to expreſs. e MY 


I obfervd, at the Beginning of this Dif 
courſe, that King David's Afſurance proceeded 
in part, from the Return of the Ark, Becanſe 
thy Temple at Feruſalem, ſays he in the Verl 
before my Text, ſhall Kings bring Preſents 1 
TT e 


And not Holy David's ſelf could ſhow moi 
Eſteem for the Ark, than our Gracious Quee 
for the Church of God, nor expreſs more Joff 
for the Return of zhat, than She for the We 
fare of bie; with equal Piety, they endeavo 
to deſerve the Divine Preſence, and have equi 
Reaſons, on that Account, to be aſſur'd of ht 
Afhſtance : Would Her own Perfonal Virtue 
pull down Victory on Her Arms, She mig 
pray with as great Aſſurance of a Grant as t 
Royal Pſalmiſt's ſelf; but He had the Happ 
neſs to rule a willing and obedient People, ani 
faw his Royal Example imitated by his Loy! 


Subjects: He ſaw the united Eagerneſs of Bes 
jamin and Judah, Zebulun and Napthali, 
Fetching Home the Ark, and their unanimou 
Gratulations for the Return of it: And cou 
our moſt Glorious Queen hut ſee as great 2 
unanimous a Concurrence of Her People, in e 
ESI ot - dieavouri 


favouring and rejoycing at the Proſperity of 
the Church, She might, with equal Triamph, 
ay, Let God ariſe, and let his Enemies be. flac- 
ed, &c. and, with as chearful Confidence, 
reſt affur'd, that, for the Flouriſhing State of 
That, Kings ſhould bring Preſents unto him. 


There's nothing wanting in our Pious Queen, 
tat may equal her Character to the Royal 
prophet's; Her Virtues pattern His; with ſach 
an 3 Piety She Governs ; with ſuch 
winning Mildneſs Sways the Scepter; and, 
with ſuch a Love for Iſrael's Good, Diſtributes 
ill her Favours. 


Let every one of us then, my Fellow-Sub- 
ect, look into our own Breaſts, and fee what's 
wanting in our Selves, to make this Days Pray- 
ers ſucceſsful. | 


In order then to ſee the Nature of a Faſt ac- 
teptable to God, conſult Iſaiab 58. 7, 8. where 
ve find the Lord himſelf, by the Mouth of his 
Prophet, thus expoſtularing with the then de- 
prav'd Iſraelites, Is not this the Faſt that I 
have choſen to looſe the Bands of Wickedneſs, 
to undo the heavy Burthens, and to let the Op- 
preſd go free, and that ye break every Toke 2 
ls it not to deal thy Bread to the Hungry, to 
bring the Poor that are caſt out, to thy Houſe; 
when thou ſeeſt the Naked, that thou cover 
bin, and that thou hide not thy ſelf from thine 
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du n 2 This, 
butward Form, but the very Eſſence of Godli- 


Bands of Wickedneſs, by Repentance, juſtly ex- 


ledgement in Judas, to call his Maſter Lord, 
When he betray'd him? And is it not as vain 


our Bodies (which ought to be the Sacred Tem- 
Pes of the Holy Ghoſt) prophan'd and defil'd 
by Lewdneſs and Intemperance? And is not 


and Curſes ? In ſhort, Is not each Act of Wicked- 
_ Hels a piece of Rebellion? While we continue 
in it then, can we expect our Prayers ſhould be 
other than unprevailing ? Or, while we lade 


to be born, while, with the Egyptians, we re- 
quire Brick ꝛswithout Straw, and expect their 
daily Task, without Materials for their Work, 
(uch are thoſe who defraud the Labourer fei, 
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you ſee, eontains not the 


neſs, Repentance, and the Conſequence of that, 
Righteouſneſs and Goodneſs. I ſhan't, at pre- 
ſent, launch out into ſo copious a Field of Mat- 
ter, as the enlarging on theſe Heads would af. 
ford; but permit me briefly to expoſtulate with 
you on teach of them. Does not he who lives in 
any known Sin, live in open Rebellion againſt 
God ? Can he then, before he has loos'd the 


pe& any other Return of his Prayers, than 
Curſes > Don't you think it a vain Acknow- 


in thoſe, who come here to offer their Prayers 
to God, and immediately return into the Ser- 
vice of Satan? Is not Chriſtianity ridicul'd and 
ſcandaliz d by drunken Debaucheries ? Are not 


the King of Heaven Himſelf darted at by Oaths 


our Fellow-Chriſtians with Burthens grievous 
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he Wis Hire, and with-hold the Servant's Wages;) 
li- Wyhile we thus burthen Others, can we expect 
ar, Nur Selves to be deliver'd from the Burthen of 
re- ar? Or, while we oppreſs our Brethren, 
lat-Irhile we cheat and defraud, and think it more 
af: MWhonourable to be thought cunning as Serpents, 
ith than innocent as Doves ; or, while we let the 
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Needy, unregarded, crave our Kindneſs, can 
ye hope for a Deliverance from our Oppreſ- 
ons, or a Grant of our Petitions > Can we 
think that God will hear our faint Prayers, 
hen we are deaf to their loud Cries? or aſ- 
iſt us againſt our Enemies, when, with un- 
renting Hearts, we ſee our Fellow-Chriſtians 
ppreſs d by that cruel Enemy, Poverty, and 


vers dreadful Attendants, Hunger, Thirſt, and 
Ser- Nakedneſs? He muſt be credulous, indeed, that 
and en think this, and has a Faith ſtrong enough 
not o digeſt the greateſt Abſurdities, 

en. BBY 3 
efbaßß But, beſides theſe prevailing Vices of the 
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ge, is there not a pernicious Error crept in 
amongſt us, that gives no leſs Encouragement 
b oar Foes, than Offence to our God ? Is it 
Woſlible that, the making Her Ma jeſty's Title as 
precarious a8 our own wavering Wills, ſhould 
ot give Hope to the Pretender's Claim? or, 
he limiting our Obedience to, and aflert- 
ing a Power to reſiſt, God's Vicegerent here, 
ould not be an Offence to him 2 Who would 
link that, under fo Mild and Auſpicious a 

ln, ſuch Principles ſhould find a Riſe, muck 
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tors of them? But what will not our impio 


| "» Re . 
leis attain to any Growth? or, that thoſe, whe 
would be thought the greateſt Enemies to Po 
pery and the Pretender, ſhould be the Propagz 


Age perform? When the Title of the Godhex 
is openly diſclaim'd and wrote againſt, can w 
hope to have his Vicegerents here untouch'd 
Or, when we ſtint and limit our Obedience t 
the King of Heaven, is it any Wonder that y 
do it to his Earthly Repreſentative ? 


But you, O Men of God, flee theſe thing 
and follow after Righteouſneſs, Godlineſs, Faitl 
Love, Patience, Meekneſs; that Righteouſne 
which teaches 2% give wnto Ceſar the thing 
that are Caeſar's, and that Godlineſs whid 
obliges to give unto God the things that 4 
Gods. Then may you juſtly hope to have t 
Prayers, not only of this Day, but of yo 
whole Lives, heard and granted; for the fe 
went Prayers of fuch Righteons Men, av 


much. 


Then let the combining Powers of Earth aff 
Hell, let Lewis's Armies and Lucifer's Pl 
furround us, we can eaſily conquer the on 
and defeat the Deſigns of the other; let 0 
Enemies be never fo ſtrong or cunning ; | 
their Armies be numerous as the Sand, all 
their Commanders as famous as the Ancie 
Heroes, we are afſurd that the Lord ſave 
mot by mighty Numbers, or by — 4 


Mayor and Court of Aldermen, and the Citizens of London 


. Benjamin Bayly, M. A. Rector of St. James in Briſtol. 
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